The cozy,
modern rooms
at Hotel Vitale
(bottom, left)
look out over
the bay, the

Bay Bridge, and
what we locals
call the heart of
downtown: the
Ferry Building
Marketplace.
What better way
to beat the
Saturday-
morning farmers’
market rush than
by staying just

- Z 1 cr across the
(3] = street?
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A peak where
| can perch in peace

I'm always on the lookout for little-known
hikes where | can ooh and ahh in solit- springs. But now that the
ude. My latest find quickly shot to the Spa at Solage Calistoga
top of my list: Montara Mountain, a ( toga
quiet coastal perch a few miles south
of Pacifica, where the unobstructed
views and nearly deserted trails
make Mount Tam seem like a theme
park. At 1,898 feet above the Pacific, a
summit the size of a closet rewards your
three-and-a-half-mile climb with a 360-
degree view of the Bay Area: north to
the Marin Headlands and the avenues
of the Richmond and the Sunset, east
to the residential ridges of Oakland,
south toward the hazy muddle of San
Jose, and west to, well, you know.

The hike is seven miles round-trip
and takes about three and a half hours.
By the time | get back to my car, I'm
ready to change into flip-flops and drive
a mile and a half south to ELGranada
and the oceanfront deck at one-year-old
Sam’s Chowder House (650-712-
0245, samschowderhouse.com). The
first order of business is ordering my
favorite margarita. | don't care if blended
margaritas are passé; Sam's still does
it right: not too watery, not too chunky.
With enough tequila to call it quits after
two, the drinks leave me with an appe-
tite (and enough money) to indulge in
Sam's $20 lobster roll, named one of
the top five sandwiches in the country
by the Today Show's food editor, Phil
Lempert, and the best sandwich in the
country by me. Atop a delicate bun sits
a generous helping of lobster with a
light layer of butter, celery, and herbs.
It's just the boost | need to continue
scouting roads less traveled.
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