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From canoes to million dollar yachts, holiday boat parades feature a 
dazzling variety of vessels all dressed up for the yuletide season. 
Whether viewing from shore or onboard a vessel, holiday boat 
parades are family-friendly events that often include fireworks, music 
and other festivities along the California coast. 
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With miles of coastline and picturesque marinas, it’s no wonder that 
boat parades are a popular holiday attraction in California. Decked 
out with sparkling lights and decorations that include palm trees, 
inflatable reindeer and Santa, the boat parades are certainly a merry 
sight to behold. 
 

Mission Bay, San Diego. Christmas Boat Parade of Lights features 
more than 100 boats and yachts decorated with lights that sail along 
the edge of Paradise Point Island from 6 – 9 p.m. Dec. 12. View the 
parade and fireworks from the waterfront Tidal restaurant or find a 
spot along Riviera Shores, Crown Point, Santa Clara Point, the east 
side of Vacation Island and the west side of Fiesta Island. 
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Also, check out the 444th Annual San Diego Bay Parade of Lights. 
Themed Christmas Around the World, the boat parade begins at 
5:30 p.m. Dec, 13 and 20. 

Dana Point, Orange County. The 41st Annual Holiday Boat Parade 
– a Galactic Holiday, features up to 90 decorated boats vying for 
awards of Best Theme, Best Use of Lights, Best Animation, and 



Most Colorful. Find a good spot to watch or join the parade aboard 
the Dana Wharf Whale Watching cruise boats for close up views of 
the Star Wars inspired decorated boats. The boat parade takes 
place from 7 – 8:30 p.m. Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 19 at the Dana Point 
Harbor. 
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Newport Beach, Orange County. The 107th Christmas Boat 
Parade and Ring of Lights – themed Seas the Holidays – features 
million dollar yachts, small boats, kayaks and canoes for five 
dazzling nights from 6:30 – 9 p.m. Dec. 16 – 20. The parade starts 
and ends off Bay Island. 

Venice, Los Angeles. Expect to see about two dozen creative 
vessels, such as canoes with lights, a raft with a six-piece electric 
band and boats at the Venice Canals Holiday Boat Parade, which 
starts at 4 p.m. Dec. 13. The eclectic parade navigates the historic 
Venice Canals. 

Half Moon Bay, San Mateo County. The Pillar Point Harbor Lighted 

Boat Festival is a holiday highlight in this small coastal town, located 
about 35 minutes south of San Francisco. Stroll along Pillar Point 



Harbor to view boats festively adorned with holiday lights and other 
trimmings throughout the month of December. The Annual Boat 
Decorating Contest will be held on Sat., December 12, where the 
best-decorated boat will be chosen. Princeton Seafood Company 
will be contributing to the festive atmosphere by serving 
complimentary hot apple cider. 


