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The Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay boasts panoramic ocean views and luxurious rooms. (Ritz-Carlton) 

RITZ-CARLTON HALF MOON BAY 

Perched high atop a bluff, this swanky hotel beckons guests with its secluded ambience and 
panoramic ocean views. Letting your toes luxuriate in the velvety sand of the hotel beach, 
visiting the spa for a pumpkin facial and lavender massage or gathering around one of the 
communal fire pits to tuck into s'mores, you can't help feeling pampered while puttin' on the 
Ritz. Best of all, kids also get treated like VIPs, right down to the nautical stuffed animal 
bestowed at check-in. The bagpiper at sunset was also a huge hit with the many toddlers who 
danced along to the traditional Scottish serenade. 



 
Fire pits at the Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay offer sunset views and s'mores. (Ritz-Carlton) 

Rooms: There are 261 rooms in this luxurious hotel, many of which boast mesmerizing views 
of white-tipped waves crashing against the rocks. Some also have private fire pits. 
Zzzz's: The roar of the pounding surf will lull you to sleep on your feather bed, with high-end 
Egyptian cotton sheets and goose-down pillows. There's also a sound machine if you happen 
to have a toddler who needs a little extra white noise to power down. 
Splashes: An oasis of marble with a fancy raised tub and separate shower, the bathroom has 
an opulent feel that tempts you to unwind while you wash. You can also dive into the coed 
Roman mineral bath or the full-size indoor pool, which is in a nearby building. For the record, 
the pool isn't quite as splendidly posh as the rest of the hotel, but the pool noodles and floaties 
certainly pleased the preschool crowd. 
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Extras: Manicured lawns, an inviting terrace and irresistible fire pits give the Ritz the feel of a 
bygone era when people took their leisure time seriously. Stroll -- or Segway -- the coastal trail 
near the hotel. There are three restaurants, including the elegant Navio, whose innovative and 
refined cuisine is probably more appreciated by grown-ups than tots. For faster and more 
casual cuisine, go with The Conservatory or grab some sliders on the terrace. Golfers will note 
there are two world-class courses here right along the mighty Pacific. 
 
Details: $495 and up. 1 Miramontes Point Road, Half Moon Bay; www.ritzcarlton.com 
-- Karen D'Souza, Staff 
 
 

	  


