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ometimes, your relationship doesn’t get the love it deserves. It 
gets cast aside, left to run on fumes while life takes over. The 
kids, the job, the bills, the grocery shopping, the carpooling, 
the extended family, the dog . . . the list runs the length of your 
arm. This month, resolve to change that with a weekender. 
Reserve a room at a hotel or inn within driving distance, in a 
beautiful spot. Just the two of you. And vow to make it a habit.

Here are 10 of our favorite sleepovers.

EdEn ValE Inn, PlacErVIllE
Close to home between Coloma and Placerville, the Eden Vale Inn sits beside a lake 
and amid a lush garden—you couldn’t ask for a more peaceful setting for your time 
away. Its seven rooms include private baths, gas fireplaces complete with nearby 
reading chair and such comfy beds you’ll miss the mattress when you go home. Re-
serve a room with an outdoor soaking tub for two and take a dip beneath the stars 
before sipping a glass of local wine by the fire, then crawling under the covers. In the 
morning, stroll along the property’s footpaths beneath whispering trees, between 
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Sonoma County’s Dry Creek Valley, just 
northwest of Healdsburg, sports stacks 
of winery arrows ideal for leading lovers 
to some of the state’s most picturesque 
sip-and-picnic spots. Stop in at Dry 
Creek General Store for provisions, then 
follow the curvy Dry Creek roads, stop-
ping at whichever small wineries catch 
your eye. A few we love: Bella Vineyards 
& Wine Caves, Quivira Vineyards & Win-
ery and Lambert Bridge Winery. 

It’s AstronomIcAL
Take to the telescopes and look to 
the heavens together in Placerville, 
at the Cameron Park Rotary Club 
Community Observatory at Folsom 
Lake College’s El Dorado campus. 
Constellations, planets, moons—all 
up there for your viewing pleasure. 
It’s free, and open on Friday, Satur-

day and Sunday 
evenings till 
9:30 or 10 p.m., 
depending on 
the season.

thAt’s the PoInt
Just north of Big Sur, the Point Sur 
State Historic Park & Lighthouse 
runs tours weekend days at 10 a.m. 
during the winter. It’s worth get-
ting out of bed for one of these $5 
excursions, especially on a clear 
day. The light station, which began 
operations in 1889, is the only turn-
of-the-century lighthouse open to 
the public in California and is only 
accessible through guided tour. 
Bring your stamina and your hik-
ing treads: Tours take about three 
hours and lead visitors along steep 
paths and stairs.

down In thE VallEy

clusters of shrubbery and flowers. In 
the sunny dining room, linger over a 
bracing cup (or two) of Temple coffee, 
fruit from Apple Hill, and a collec-
tion of sweet and savory treats from 
the breakfast buffet. Rates run $149 to 
$299. 1780 Springvale Road, Placerville; 
(530) 621-0901; edenvaleinn.com 

thE wEstIn st. francIs,  
san francIsco
A weekend of big-city living equals ro-
mance in its most urban form—kisses 
snuck on whippy-fast elevator rides 
to your room overlooking a sparkling 
skyline. The Westin St. Francis is a 
San Francisco landmark on Union 
Square, right on the cable car line, 
guaranteeing all the fun of a city 
getaway: an ornate lobby and valet 
parking, big department store shop-
ping and fine dining within footsteps. 
The hotel, which opened in 1904 with 
250 rooms, burned in the 1907 earth-
quake and reopened later that year 
with 450 rooms. Additions since—in 
1908, in 1971 and a $40 million res-
toration in 2009—have brought the 
32-story hotel to 1,195 guestrooms. 
Get one with a view of the bustling 
square—yes, you’ll hear a little street 
noise, but horn honking and cable 
car clanging just add to the charm. 
Macy’s, Nieman Marcus and Saks 
Fifth Avenue are all within sight—
good excuse for a new outfit. Stop into 
Tiffany & Co. for a new bauble while 
you’re at it. Hold hands as you head 

out for dinner, whether it’s downstairs 
to Bourbon Steak, the award-winning 
restaurant in The Westin’s lobby, or 
a walk to another romantic option 
nearby. Need an idea? Fleur de Lys, 
famed chef Hubert Keller’s French res-
taurant, is two blocks up, two blocks 
over on Sutter Street. Rates at The 
Westin St. Francis start at about $230 
a night. 335 Powell St., San Francisco; 
(415) 397-7000; westinstfrancis.com

stonEPInE EstatE,  
carmEl VallEy
Pulling up to Stonepine Estate in your 
ordinary car might make you wish 
fervently for something fancier and 
decidedly European, such as a Rolls 
or a Bentley. This is a secluded, lavish 
property anchored by Chateau Noel—
the Mediterranean-style manor house 
originally inhabited by the Crocker 
family (yes, of the banking dynasty)—
where eight rooms beckon (most with 
fireplaces, all decorated individually 
and luxuriously). Other accommoda-
tions are available in private cottages 
sprinkled around the estate and at the 
Paddock House. Settle in for a weekend 
of relaxation and opulence: wandering 
around the 330-acre grounds, including 
the 12 manicured formal gardens that 
surround the chateau; admiring the 
horseplay (Stonepine’s equestrian cen-
ter, with dressage and jumping arenas, 
makes you think of British roy-fa
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alty) or trying your hand at horseshoes, 
archery, croquet or tennis. Spend an 
afternoon by the pool (Carmel Valley gets 
more sun than the coast), then dress up 
for dinner in the chateau’s dining room, 
which seats 30 for a formal supper. You’ll 
be living like a celebrity. Many, including 
Clint Eastwood, Nicole Kidman and Bob 
Hope, have stayed here. Or married here. 
Rates run $300 to $3,000 a night. 150 E. 
Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley; (831) 
659-2245; stonepineestate.com  

thE shorE housE at lakE 
tahoE, north lakE tahoE
As the name suggests, The Shore House 
at Lake Tahoe hugs the water’s edge. 
Its dock juts out over the lake, inviting 

couples to meander down for a closer 
look at the clear blue. Eight rooms grace 
the main house and each has a fireplace 
for those chilly Tahoe nights, a log bed 
and the knotty pine walls that make 
mountain getaways so cozy. Honeymoon 
or not, go for the ninth room: the Hon-
eymoon Cottage, separate from the main 
building and right on the waterfront. It’s 
nice to have all the comfy amenities as the 
rest of the guests but in your own little 
outpost. Sink into the spacious bathtub, 
with hydro-massage, after a day of skiing 
or hiking, or indulge in a couples massage 
in the on-site studio. Included in your 
stay: wine and appetizers every afternoon, 
a full breakfast and fresh-baked cookies 
in your room. Rates range from $144 to 
$328. 7170 N. Lake Blvd., Tahoe Vista; 
(530) 546-7270; shorehouselaketahoe.com

thE Inn at maVErIcks,  
half moon Bay
Almost every winter, the Mavericks surf-
ing competition comes to Half Moon 
Bay, to a spot a couple of miles offshore 
where epic curls rise, created by underwa-

ter rock formations. 
Sometime between 
November and 
March, big-wave 
surfers arrive 
by last-minute 
invitation to ride 
these Mavericks, and 
crowds gather on the bluffs and in boats 
to watch the competition. You can’t quite 
see the action from here, but The Inn at 
Mavericks, in the village of Princeton-
by-the-Sea, is named for the legendary 
waves. Its six oceanfront rooms, each 
named after a famous local surfing hot 
spot, are outfitted with a king-size bed, 
deep tub, fireplace and a balcony or 
veranda facing the ocean. You’re on the 
edge of the world here—and there’s a 
foghorn to prove it. Bring earplugs if 
the distant mooing might disturb your 
sleep. Warm your hands at the outdoor 
waterfront fire pit, take a shoreline stroll 
to the beach (tide pooling, anyone?), rent 
a two-person kayak at California Canoe 
& Kayak (reservation required) or dine at 
one of the nearby restaurants. Mezzaluna 

The Inn at  
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Italian Restaurant is a favorite. Rates 
start at $199. 346 Princeton Ave., Half 
Moon Bay; (650) 728-1572; innat 
mavericks.com

thE EstatE By thE  
EldErBErrIEs, oakhurst
This Relais & Chateaux property near 
Yosemite includes Chateau du Sureau, 
a 10-guestroom castle; Villa Sureau, a 
two-room private manor house; Erna’s 
Elderberry House Restaurant; and Spa 
Sureau. Reserve one of the chateau’s 

breathtaking rooms—
any will do, but 

perhaps most 
stunning are 
Saffron and 
Chamomile on 

the upper floor. 
In Saffron, an 

ebony wood bedroom 
set made in 1834 dominates the room, 
where soft-yellow walls cast a warm glow. 
Chamomile, with a gold and celery-green 
color scheme, overlooks the garden. Most 
of the rooms have fireplaces, and all are 
decorated to the smallest detail with fine 
tapestries and antiques and outfitted with 
plush bedding, fluffy towels and the like. 
Order up a massage at the spa and this 
whole experience is pampering of the 
highest order. Chateau rooms run $385 
to $585 a night. For $400 more, go “full 
board” and receive lunch upon arrival, a 
multicourse (and innovative) winetasting 
dinner for two in the restaurant and a 
classic European breakfast. 48688 Vic-
toria Lane, Oakhurst; (559) 683-6860; 
chateausureau.com

farmhousE Inn,  
russIan rIVEr VallEy
You want to stay in a barn? Take our 
word for it: You do, at least at the Farm-
house Inn, just outside of Healdsburg in 

The estate by  
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Sonoma County. Built on the site of the 
inn’s original barn, these accommoda-
tions nestle against the woods on the back 
side of the property. Think Pottery Barn. 
Literally. Pottery Barn has used these 
rooms for catalog photo shoots. Splurge 
and go for one of the luxury rooms—700 
square feet of hand-woven fabrics, down 
bedding, galvanized fixtures, weath-
ered wood and stone. With a jetted tub, 
indoor-outdoor fireplace, separate steam 
shower and radiant-heated floors, this 
space will wrap you and your sweetie in 
extravagance as it blends in with the great 
outdoors. The farm-to-table breakfast 
might include sweet-cream biscuits and 
housemade Meyer lemon curd or eggs 
from a nearby farm fluffed into an omelet 
stuffed with locally smoked ham, cheese 
and veggies from the garden. The on-site 
restaurant, a great choice for dinner, is 
renowned for its local, seasonal menu, 
which includes rabbit and venison, and 
fascinating dishes such as salt-roasted 
pear tortellini. Room rates for the barn 
start at $595 a night; Heritage Rooms 

in the cottages and main house, which 
dates back to 1872, start at $345. 7871 
River Road, Forestville; (707) 887-3300; 
farmhouseinn.com

BardEssono, naPa VallEy
In Yountville, you’ll be in the thick of 
the Napa Valley, surrounded by wineries 
and vineyards and restaurants and traf-
fic on Highway 29. A stay at Bardessono 
puts you where you want to be: near the 
action, yet off the beaten path. It also 
provides a retreat that merges splendid 
living and modern design with envi-
ronmental responsibility (the property 
is LEED Platinum certified) in a way 
that feels delightfully simple. You’ve got 

everything you need—room, restaurant, 
spa and then some (wine tastings, yoga, 
perhaps your dog). Sink down on Egyp-
tian linens and revel in the natural light 
pouring in. Stay in a Steam Spa Suite, 
which includes a bathroom with a con-
cealed massage table, a dual shower that’s 
also a steam room and a deep soaking tub 
that easily could fit two people. Sip on 
cucumber water together and detox from 
your afternoon of winetasting before 
gorging on dinner at Lucy, Bardessono’s 
on-premises restaurant, where ingredi-
ents come straight from the garden and 
surrounding farms, fields and—not so 
far away—the ocean. Rates start at $450 
a night. 6526 Yount St., Yountville; (707) 
204-6000; bardessono.com 

glEn oaks, 
BIg sur
Big Sur is per-
haps best known 
for its stunning 
vistas of wind-
swept ocean and 
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escape
mountains that tumble down to the 
water. But the woodsy side of this com-
munity is every bit as alluring, with 
redwoods stretching toward the sky 
and fairy tale thickets bursting with 
green. The Big Sur Cabin at Glen Oaks, 
a one-roomer near the banks of the Big 
Sur River, awaits the two of you. With 
a gas-fired cast-iron stove to warm the 
space inside and side-by-side claw-foot 
soaking tubs out on the deck before a 
wood-burning fireplace—the perfect 
vantage point to a black-black sky pep-
pered with stars—the cabin is an ideal 
getaway for stressed-out couples who 
want to experience nothing but each 
other and nature for a few days. Rate 
is $450 a night. 47080 Highway 1, Big 
Sur; (831) 667-2105; glenoaksbigsur.com

alEgrIa Inn, mEndocIno
Ocean view. Deck with ocean view. 
Soaking tub. Wood-burning fireplace. 
Queen-size bed with a mattress sleep 
system designed 10 miles away in Fort 
Bragg. Organic break-
fast. Thanksgiving 
coffee. Footpath 
to a private 
beach. That’s 
what you get in 
the Pacific Suite, 
the most luxuri-
ous room at Alegria, 
a Mendocino inn on the ocean, above 
the Big River. You’re in Mendocino 
Village, so walk to dinner at the famed 
Cafe Beaujolais or exchange gazes under 
the heat lamps on the deck at the Men-
docino Cafe. Explore the shops in town 
and share a bagful of chocolate from 
the Mendocino Chocolate Company, 
where the white raspberry bark is just 
one choice you could make to ruin your 
diet. While you’re in the area, spend 
a wind-snapped day hiking along the 
headlands at Russian Gulch State Park 
for views of charging waves and churn-
ing seawater. After a day out there, 
the soaking tub back at the inn never 
sounded so good. Base rate for the Pa-
cific Suite: $299. Less expensive rooms 
start at $229, and wintertime specials 
apply on all rooms. 44781 Main St., 
Mendocino; (707) 937-5150; ocean 
frontmagic.com ns
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