
 

What you’ll see: In a 2-mile radius, it would be difficult to find more diverse 
opportunities for outdoors fun than at Pillar Point Harbor. It’s all there: Kayak, 
SUP or boat, get on a party boat for salmon, rockfish or whales, hike the beach 
or the bluffs, ride the Coastal Trail, or just take in the views and buy a fish. 
 
On-the-spot note: The key is to beat the Sunday traffic on Highway 1. Get 
there early. Then look for the radar station, what looks like a giant tennis ball 
atop Pillar Point Head. 
 
North Beach/Pillar Point Headlands: Just below Pillar Point Head, a trail 
extends along a bluff perched above a beach and waterfront. You walk to the 
north jetty, and then can turn right to a pretty beach that looks over Mavericks. 
 
Kayak/SUP rentals: You just get there, get fitted for wet suit, and then 
paddle around the harbor. In a rental kayak near the north jetty, I had a sea 
otter come right up to me. $25, kayak or SUP rental, all gear provided. Half 
Moon Bay Kayak, (650) 773-6101, www.hmbkayak.com. 
 
Coastal Trail: Near boat ramp, the bike route extends south 6 miles (with a 
squirrelly section near Surfer’s Beach) to Half Moon Bay State Beach. 
 



 
 
Fishing/whale watching: While most wait for the recent winds to die down, 
best bet has been rockfish at inshore reefs. Queen of Hearts, (510) 581-2628, 
www.fishingboat.com; Half Moon Bay Sportfishing, (650) 728-3377, 
www.hmbfishing.com; Huli Cat, (650) 726-2926, www.hulicat.com; New Capt. 
Pete, (650) 726-6224, www.newcaptainpete.com; Riptide Sportfishing, (650) 
728-8433, www.riptide.net. 
 
Boat launch/parking: $13, located in southeast Pillar Point Harbor. 
 
Buy a fish: The commercial salmon season opened May 1 (with meager local 
catches). Find out what boats are selling, (650) 726-8724, ext. 3. 
Weather: Marine forecast: (650) 726-6070, ext. 2. 
 
How to get to Pillar Point Harbor (for boat ramp, party boats for fishing 
and whale watching, kayak and SUP rentals, trailhead for Coastal Trail, 
Johnson Pier for fish purchases, public restroom, fish cleaning station): 
 
From San Francisco: Take Interstate 280 south to Daly City to the exit for 
Highway 1/Pacifica. Take that exit to Highway 1 south and continue 15.2 miles 
(through Pacifica and Moss Beach) to Princeton/El Granada and a lighted 
intersection with Capistrano Road (Pillar Point Harbor). Turn right and drive a 
short distance to harbor entrance on left. 
 
From East Bay/Peninsula: Drive to San Mateo, then take Highway 92 west 
over Crystal Springs Reservoir and continue 8 miles to Half Moon Bay and 
Highway 1. Turn right on Highway 1 and drive 3.9 miles to Princeton/El 
Granada and a lighted intersection with Capistrano Road (Pillar Point Harbor 
on left). Turn left and drive a short distance to harbor entrance on left. 
How to get to Pillar Point (for bluff trail to Mavericks Beach, northwest 
beach, Pillar Point tidewaters): 
 
From Highway 1 at El Granada: Drive west on Capistrano (harbor on left) 
for 0.4 of a mile (past restaurants) to Prospect Way. Turn left and drive 350 
feet to Broadway. Turn left and go 150 feet to Princeton Avenue. Turn right and 
drive 0.3 of a mile to road's end at West Point Avenue. Turn right and take 
West Point for 0.5 of a mile (jogs left at Stanford) toward Pillar Point, north 
harbor and parking lot and trailhead on left. 
 
Contact: Harbormaster, Pillar Point Harbor, (650) 726-4382, 
www.smharbor.com/pillarpoint. 


