
 
 

Summertime on the Half Moon Bay 
Coastside by Tina Swithin May 5, 2014 
 The Half Moon Bay Coastside, located approximately 35 minutes south of San Francisco, is a 
vibrant coastal region ideal for escaping the summer swelter and the hustle and bustle of the city. 
Half Moon Bay provides the perfect setting for fun summer activities – from horseback riding on 
the beach, surfing the waves and hiking coastal trails, to sipping California wines and dining on 
the area’s best organic produce and wild ocean catches. A visit to the Half Moon Bay Coastside 
will be filled with unique and memorable summer experiences that will be cherished for a lifetime. 

Below is a summary of what’s new along the Half Moon Bay Coastside. Visit mobile-
friendlywww.visithalfmoonbay.orgfor everything needed to plan a visit including information on 
cozy inns and luxury coastal resorts, renowned restaurants, farm visits, golfing, wine tasting, 
fishing, whale watching, surfing and much more. 

- UPCOMING EVENTS – 

5th Annual Artisan Food Fair Featuring Suvir 
Saran (free!) 
May 3, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
This mouthwatering event sponsored by 
kitchenware store Toque Blanche features 
gourmet 
artisans who will present and discuss their 
delicious creations. Cookbook author, 
restaurateur and Top Chef Masters contestant 
Suvir Saran will prepare a dish from his 
cookbook “Masala Farm” while offering cooking 
tips and signing books. In addition to Chef 
Saran, the event features a dozen specialty 
food producers offering tastings and discussing 
their gourmet food products including 
chocolates, vinegars, olive oils, coffees and 
more. La Piazza Courtyard, 604 Main Street. 
For more information, contact Toque Blanche 
(650) 726-2898. 

Rock the Block - Coastside Block Party (free!) 
May 17, 2 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Half Moon Bay gets their groove on during the 
annual “Rock the Block - Coastside Block 
Party.” Local favorites, The Rip Tides, will 
headline the entertainment and delicious 
cuisine will be served by Sam’s 

ChowderMobile, Tacos from Mercado Mi Familia, Lasagne from Delissa Fine Foods and 
Tommy’s Tri Tip. Beer lovers unite as HMB Brewing Co., Hop Dogma, and Highway 1 Brewing 
Company will be serving their award-winning brews. New this year and not-to-be-missed is the 
Kid’s Korner featuring pony rides, snow cones, 24’ bouncy slide, face painting and more. 



Downtown Main Street, (650) 726-8380, www.rocktheblockhmb.com. Media Contact: Charise 
McHugh, (650) 726-8380, charise@hmbchamber.com. 

Holy Ghost Festival (Free!) 
June 7- 9, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
The Holy Ghost Festival, also known as “Chamarita,” recalls 16th Century Portuguese Queen 
Isabella, the famine that blighted her people and the arrival of a ship with food that saved them. 
The grateful queen took her crown to her church altar and century’s later Portuguese 
communities celebrate this with a festival and parades to church, led by a young woman 
portraying the queen and carrying a crown. The weekend celebration includes a colorful parade 
and marching bands, a carnival, equestrian groups, a barbeque and more. IDES Grounds, 735 
Main Street, (650) 726-2729. 

Half Moon Bay Pride Drag Show 
July 12, 4 p.m. 
The Half Moon Bay Brewing Company is celebrating the second annual Half Moon Bay Pride in 
style with their family-friendly Drag Show. Local Drag Queen Raquela will headline this fun and 
light-hearted show along with music by DJ Dank and performances by Pristine Condition, Mama 
Dora, Sheena Rose, Tweaka Turner and Connie Servative. The drag show takes place in the 
heated, dog-friendly Mavericks Beer Garden and a full bar and menu will be available all day. 
Admission is complimentary. 390 Capistrano Rd., (650) 728-2739,www.hmbbrewingco.com. 
Media Contact: Caitlin Sandberg (530) 400-9207,caitlin@ellipsespr.com. 

23rd Annual Tour des Fleurs 
July 26, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Half Moon Bay’s flourishing bounty of fruits and vegetables is in full abundance during the 
summer, and there’s no better way to take a bite than at the 23rd Annual Tour des Fleurs. This 
unique event offers the public a special, once-a-year opportunity to tour the local nurseries, 
greenhouses, wineries and farms, many of which are not ordinarily open to the public. There are 
six tour packages to choose from, each consisting of one-hour tours at three different nurseries 
which range from flower gardens to organic field greens, a working dairy farm and a winery. 
For more information and to purchase tickets, contact the Half Moon Bay Coastside Chamber of 
Commerce & Visitors’ Bureau, (650) 726-8380 or visitwww.halfmoonbaychamber.org. Media 
Contact: Charise McHugh, (650) 726-8380, charise@hmbchamber.com. 

Farm To Table Dinner 
July 26, 6:30 p.m. 
Travel in a hay wagon to experience an unforgettable night under the stars of one of Half Moon 
Bay’s most recognized working farms, Farmer John’s Farm. A local celebrity chef will create a 
dinner showcasing the area's rich agricultural bounty with local wines paired with the artisan 
creations. Attendees will enjoy special commemorative baskets with farm fresh produce. Parking 
is near Miramontes and Johnston Street. For more information and to purchase tickets, contact 
the Half Moon Bay Coastside Chamber of Commerce & Visitors’ Bureau, (650) 726-8380 or 
visit www.halfmoonbaychamber.org. Media Contact: Charise McHugh, (650) 726-
8380, charise@hmbchamber.com. 

Pescadero Art & Fun Festival (free!) 
August 16-17, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Visitors and locals can enjoy the bounty of the area at this fun-filled festival featuring home 
cooked cuisine that celebrates the local farmers, handcrafted artisan goods, live entertainment 
and a special Kids Korall. Visitors will discover a gathering of artisans showcasing their 
creativity and enjoying a down home, country good time. Founded in 1991 by a group of local 
artists seeking an outlet for the local community of talent, the Pescadero Arts and Fun Festival 
has grown to become the event of the year for locals and long time visitors. IDES Pescadero, 
(650) 879-0848, www.pescaderoartsandfunfestival.org. 



Midsummer BBQ in the Beer Garden 
August 17, 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Half Moon Bay Brewing Company is rolling out their seasonal summer feasts with a midsummer 
BBQ in the Beer Garden. Chef Gaston Alfaro will be grilling up a variety of local veggies and 
farm-fresh meats to be enjoyed alongside frosty summer ales created by Brewmaster James 
Costa and Head Brewer Shane Aldrich. Guests are welcomed to participate in brewery tours after 
the feast and enjoy the live music that makes the beer garden such a popular place every 
Sunday. Ticket price TBD. 390 Capistrano Rd., (650) 728-2739,www.hmbbrewingco.com. 
Media Contact: Caitlin Sandberg, Ellipses Public Relations, (530) 400-
9207, caitlin@ellipsespr.com. 

–LOCAL RICHES – 

Salmon Season is Underway 
It’s time to grab the fishing rods and head to the ocean as the highly anticipated salmon season 
has kicked off and runs through November 9 with the anticipation of over 900,000 adult-sized 
salmon swimming off the California coast. This season is expected to have the second-highest 
number of salmon since 2005, according to the National Marine Fisheries Service. The season is 
also open for rockfish, lingcod and cabezon along the Coastside south of Pigeon Point, just 18 
miles south of Half Moon Bay. 

Many local companies offer recreational fishing excursions: 

• Half Moon Bay Sportfishing & Tackle, (650) 728-3377, www.hmbfishing.com  
• Huli Cat Sportfishing, (650) 726-2926, www.hulicat.com  
• Riptide Sportfishing, (888) 747-8433, www.riptide.net  
• New Captain Pete (650) 726-6224, newcappete@aol.com 
• Ankeny Street (650) 279-8819,www.facebook.com/AnkenyStreetSportfishing 
• Moon Spinner (650) 787-9263, www.moonspinnersailing.com 
• Queen of Hearts (510) 581-2628, www.fishingboat.com 
• Walters Coastal Charters (408)243-2749, www.mvqueserasera.com 
• The Salty Lady (415) 674-3474, www.saltylady.com 

Or leave the work to the professionals, and buy freshly caught fish directly from the local 
fisherman. For a nominal fee, Princeton Seafood will clean and filet freshly caught fish and pack it 
on ice to go. Monday through Friday, they are happy to cook your catch for you! Order some tasty 
side dishes and have a feast at one of their outside picnic tables. Pillar Point Harbor, #9 Johnson 
Pier, Princeton-by-the-Sea, (650) 726-2722, www.princetonseafood.com. To find out the day’s 
catch, call Pillar Point Harbor, (650) 726-8724, ext. 3 or download the FishLine app which lets you 
know where to purchase fresh, locally-harvested seafood anywhere on the coast. 

Glass Blown Treasures 
During the summer months, visitors to Half Moon Bay have a unique opportunity to learn the art 
of glass blowing as they create stunning hand blown memory balls. Half Moon Bay Art Glass will 
then drill an opening in the glass ball which provides a way to fill it with vacation keepsakes such 
as sand and shells or dried flowers and other mementoes. Other glass blowing classes are 
available where participants can make jellyfish and pumpkins, along with solid sculptural work 
such as hearts, paperweights and starfish. After completing the masterpiece, wander next door to 
neighboring La Nebbia Winery for some wine tasting. Glass blown items are available for pickup 
or can be shipped for a small fee. Half Moon Bay Art Glass at La Nebbia Winery, 12341 San 
Mateo Road on Hwy 92, (650) 283-5626, www.hmbartglass.com. 

–ACCOMMODATIONS – 



Star Gazing 
Grab a blanket and cozy up under the stars at the gorgeous Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay. Utilizing 
a high powered telescope that he shares with guests, Urban Astronomer Paul Salazar lends his 
knowledge of the solar system, stars and planets that can be seen from the resort’s Ocean Lawn. 
Star Gazing is complimentary and takes place on Friday, May 2 and Friday, May 16 from 8 to 10 
p.m., weather permitting. One Miramontes Point Road, (650) 712-
7040;www.ritzcarlton.com/hmb. Media Contact: Deanne French, (949) 240-
5088,Deanne.French@ritzcarlton.com. 

Art Comes to Goose & Turrets 
Goose & Turrets Bed & Breakfast in historic Montara is celebrating two recently acquired 
sculptures from the estate of late local area artist, Howard Edminster. Known for his work with 
concrete and found objects, guests can view the intriguing "Woman" and "Bird" in the gardens of 
the inn. In addition to the new garden sculptures, there is also a temporary art exhibit featuring 
the wildly colorful work by local musician and artist, Randy Wilson, on display through June 30. 
Through June 30, guests who stay two nights will receive 30% of the second night (Monday 
through Thursday only). Goose & Turrets also offers “frequent sleepers” an incentive: after ten 
nights, return guests will receive one free night. 835 George Street, Montara, (650) 728-
5451, www.gooseandturretsbandb.com. 

Half Moon Bay Lodge and Conference Center Meeting Packages 
Completing a $1.5 million renovation in 2013, this Spanish-style, family and business-friendly 
lodge is featuring special meeting packages for groups. Boasting 80 comfortable guestrooms, 
exceptional conference facilities, a pool, whirlpool, a fitness center and sauna and a relaxing 
outdoor fireplace, guests are sure to feel relaxed and pampered. Each room, complete with a 
deck or terrace overlooking the acclaimed Arnold Palmer-designed Half Moon Bay Golf Links, is 
luxuriously appointed and filled with modern conveniences such as coffee makers, pay-per-view 
movies and complimentary high-speed wireless Internet access. The ample complimentary 
continental breakfast, complete with make-your-own-waffles, is not to be missed. 

The “Start Your Week Off Right Package is a very affordable two-day meeting/one night stay 
package aimed at facilitating an effective work week: 
• 25% off room rate 
• 25% off meeting room rental fee 
• Afternoon break included for day two 
• 25% off audio visual charges 
• A minimum of 15 people/guest rooms is required for this package; based on availability. 

Rates for packages start at $119 for guest accommodations. Available for meetings Sunday-
Tuesday only. Call (650) 712-5303 and ask for Melanie Lucero/Director of Sales for more 
information or to book now. 2400 S. Cabrillo Highway, (650) 726-
9000, www.halfmoonbaylodge.com. 

Give Back Getaway Program 
Perched atop a rugged bluff overlooking 50 miles of pristine California coastline, The Ritz-Carlton, 
Half Moon Bay provides a setting that is sure to go down in the memory books. Throughout the 
summer, they are offering guests an opportunity to make memories by giving back to the 
community. The resort’s “Give Back Getaway Program” allows guests to sort, package and 
distribute food to in-need families in Half Moon Bay through Coastside Hope which distributes 
more than 350,000 pounds of food to the local community each year. Guests of the hotel can 
choose to volunteer for two or four hours on May 15, June 19, July 17 or August 21, 2014. One 
Miramontes Point Road, (650) 712-7040;www.ritzcarlton.com/hmb. Media Contact: Deanne 
French, (949) 240-5088,Deanne.French@ritzcarlton.com. 

- CULINARY NEWS – 



Seville is Open 
Tapas with inspiration from Spain along with healthy sandwiches, salads and gourmet goodies 
have officially made their debut as Seville officially opened their doors at the end of April to a very 
eager Half Moon Bay. Patrons can enjoy sipping sangria with a view of the harbor or cozying up 
to the fire pits. Located in Pillar Point Harbor, diners can eat inside, outside on the deck or take 
the items to go. 450 Capistrano Road, Princeton by the Sea, (650) 563-
4181,www.sevilletapas.com. Media contact: Catherine Yaque, (650) 703-
5838,eat@sevilletapas.com. 

Mullins Bar & Grill 
Enjoy casual fireside dining at Mullins Bar & Grill, an acclaimed Half Moon Bay restaurant that 
recently underwent over one million dollars in renovations. The restaurant and clubhouse boast a 
newly expanded ocean view terrace, two new bocce ball courts, a new lounge and new 
restaurant furniture. In addition, diners can look forward to a new bar design coming in May. After 
a long day of golfing, guests can relax and watch the large flat screen televisions in the bar or 
dine on popular dishes including cedar plank king salmon, or seared Harris Ranch petit filet 
mignon all while overlooking the 18th hole and breathtaking Pacific Ocean. Two Miramontes 
Point Road, (650) 726-1818,www.halfmoonbaygolf.com/dining.aspx. 

Via Uno 
Opened in February, Half Moon Bay’s newest Italian restaurant, Via Uno, boasts a modern yet 
rustic décor that is reminiscent of the Mediterranean. Diners can indulge in the cuisine of 
Southern Italy with authentic Neapolitan-style pizza topped with hand-made mozzarella and San 
Marzano tomatoes, baked in a 6,000-pound Marra Forni pizza oven designed by Italian artisans 
and imported from Naples. Choose from an extensive list of local and international wines while 
relaxing on the outdoor patio which seats 40 or celebrate with a private party in the wine cellar. 
For those seeking a more intimate experience, take a seat near the open kitchen to watch the 
chefs prepare dishes from Owners’ Massimo Sarubbi and Francesco D'Agostino native town in 
Italy. For Mother’s Day, Via Uno will have gifts of homemade chocolate almond toffee for moms. 
Diners can also look forward to Mother’s Day specials to complement the regular menu. 2810 
Cabrillo Hwy North, (650) 560-8858,www.viaunorestaurant.com. 

In the Kitchen with Chef Tanaka 
Each month, the culinary team at The Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay will highlight seasonal fare 
sourced from renowned local farms with demonstration-style cooking classes in Navio led by 
Chef Kevin Tanaka. In the Kitchen with Chef Tanaka includes a three-course lunch with wine 
paired by Petra Polakovicova, the resort’s sommelier. Classes are available May 3, June 7, July 
5, and August 7 and are $85 per person, inclusive of tax and gratuity. Reservations are required 
and class sizes are limited. One Miramontes Point Road, (650) 712-
7000,www.ritzcarlton.com/hmb. Media contact: Deanne French, (949) 240-
5088,Deanne.French@ritzcarlton.com. 

Find Comfort at Flavor 
Flavor is one of Half Moon Bay’s hottest new eateries located next to Pillar Point Harbor. Flavor 
prides itself on offering California Coastal comfort foods and was recently named as one of the 
best American Restaurants in the San Francisco Bay Area in the Diner’s Choice category on 
OpenTable.com. Flavor dishes up an unforgettable brunch on the weekends and is open 
Wednesday through Sundays serving dishes such as fresh Dungeness Crab, delectable mac & 
cheese, Porterhouse steaks and braised pork ragu. 260 Capistrano Rd., Princeton-by-the-Sea, 
Half Moon Bay, CA, 94019, (650) 726-8000,www.flavoronthecoast.com. 

- WINE AND BREW NEWS – 

Trojak Knier Winery is Worth its Weight in Gold 
This off-the-beaten path, boutique winery is worth its weight in gold according to the 2014 San 



Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition. Their prized 2012 chardonnay was a huge hit with the 
judges and earned them a gold medal with the 2012 Zinfandel taking a bronze. This is not the first 
time that their wines have been highly coveted at the San Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition, 
2013 brought Trojak Knier Winery a double gold medal for their 2010 Pinot Noir. The tasting room 
is open Saturday and Sunday from 12 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by appointment during the week for 
groups of four or more. The tasting flight is $10 per person and includes 4 – 6 wines. Tasting fee 
is waived if wine is purchased. 151A Harvard Avenue, Princeton-by-the-Sea, Half Moon Bay, CA 
94019, (650) 728-3613, www.trojakknier.com. 

Meet the Winemakers 
Each month, Half Moon Bay Wine and Cheese Company welcomes a California winemaker into 
their charming shop in Downtown Half Moon Bay for a wine tasting experience. Typically, guests 
can expect to taste five to six wines and will have the opportunity to meet and interact with the 
winemakers or winery owners. For those unable to attend the Saturday events, HMB Wine and 
Cheese Company is open seven days a week and offers over 60 different wines by the glass as 
well as paired cheese plates. 421 Main Street, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019, (650) 726-
1520, www.HMBwineandcheese.com. 

New Brewmaster at Half Moon Bay Brewing Co. 
Half Moon Bay Brewing Company is proud to announce the newest member of their award-
winning Brewing Team, Head Brewer, Shane Aldrich who joins Brewmaster James Costa. To 
celebrate this hop-inspired collaboration, Half Moon Bay Brewing Co. is hosting a “Meet the 
Brewers” reception on May 13 from 5 – 7 pm. In addition to meeting and chatting with Shane and 
James, guests will be able to taste their newest brews and Chef Gaston Alfaro will offer 
complimentary bites of his latest culinary creations in the bar. 390 Capistrano Rd., (650) 728-
2739, www.hmbbrewingco.com. Media Contact: Caitlin Sandberg, Ellipses Public Relations, 
(530) 400-9207, caitlin@ellipsespr.com. 

Vintner’s Series 
The Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay continues its acclaimed Vintner Series throughout the summer 
featuring several distinguished California wineries. Every Friday from 4 - 6 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday from 3 – 6 p.m., the ENO Tasting Room will host a Wine Educator from one of the 
featured wineries to discuss the latest wines in the portfolio. The tasting fee ranges from $25 to 
$55 per person, based upon the vintner. Visitors can also choose to heighten their tasting 
experience with hand-selected cheeses and chocolates from ENO for an additional fee. One 
Miramontes Point Road, (650) 712-7000,http://www.ritzcarlton.com/hmb Media Contact: 
Deanne French, (949) 240-5088, Deanne.French@ritzcarlton.com. 

Hop Dogma Brewing Company 
What began as a hobby in a home basement has now become a dream come true for owners 
Dan Littlefield and Ethan Martini who recently opened Hop Dogma Brewing Company in March. 
Housed on the bottom floor of a beautiful three-story building in El Granada, guests can sip a 
wide variety of hand-crafted beers in their cozy tasting room. 30 Avenida Portola, Ste 1B, El 
Granada, CA, 94018, (650) 560-8729,www.hopdogma.com. 

- SHOPPING AND SPA – 

All That Glitters Still Glitters 
Main Street Goldworks has been a staple in Downtown Half Moon Bay for 26 years, and now the 
family tradition continues with Josh Warshauer, eldest son of founders Jay and Patti Warshauer 
at the helm. Goldworks celebrated their grand re-opening and a new era in fine jewelry in 
February with the support of the community and jewelry industry. The downtown store will be 
sparkling all summer and for years to come with the Warshauer family jewelry designs. 542 Main 
Street, (650) 726-2546. 



The Gift of Spa Relaxation 
Pamper your loved ones during the summer season with three great spa specials from Oceano 
Coastal Spa. Take advantage of these deals for yourself, or give the gift of relaxation to someone 
special. 

• Summer Lifting Lemongrass- this wonderful warm oil of lemongrass combined with a massage 
by one of their talented therapists is a treatment that will have muscles relaxed and feeling good 
in no time. 60 minutes for $100. 

• Lavender Bliss- begin with a warm lavender soak, followed by a dreamy massage infused with 
the soft relaxing smell of lavender. Afterwards, enjoy a lavender foot scrub. It is an awe inspiring 
treat! 90 minutes for $125. 

• Oceano Signature Treatment- this signature treatment includes a massage, mini facial and a 
foot scrub with lavender and peppermint, leaving the body hydrated, feet exfoliated and the face 
smooth, clean and clear. 90 minutes for $150. 

Packages are valid through August 31. 270 Capistrano Road, (650) 263-
2008,www.oceanocoastalspa.com. 

About the Half Moon Bay Coastside 
The Half Moon Bay Coastside is a charming seaside respite located approximately 35 minutes 
south of San Francisco. Nestled between the Santa Cruz Mountains and the Pacific Ocean, this 
breathtaking region consists of four distinct areas - the North Coast, Half Moon Bay, the South 
Coast and the Redwood Region. Featuring the best of Northern California all in one place, visitors 
will enjoy miles of white sandy beaches, redwood forests, a historic downtown filled with local 
artisan shops, beautiful state parks, fields of wild flowers, and trails along ocean bluffs and 
mountain ridges as far as the eye can see. A sampling of activities includes horseback riding on 
the beach, farm fresh dining, shopping, biking, hiking and world-class golfing and surfing. 

 


