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Half Moon Bay  
 
This coastal paradise is a bit off the beaten path, making it the perfect place to wind 
down and fully unplug. Located just 35 miles south of San Francisco, this charming 
oasis is a sweet escape from big city life. With its historic Main Street and 
picturesque beachfront, this is a frequent getaway for Bay Area residents and 
Silicon Valley moguls looking for surf and serenity. 
 
Meeting of the Mavericks 
A slice of beach just north of here called Mavericks is known for its challenging surf 
— with waves reaching up to 40 feet, the area is considered one of the toughest 
surfing areas in the world. An annual Mavericks Surf Contest takes place sometime 
between November 1 and March 31, depending on the swell, and attracts the 
greatest big wave surfers who come at just 48 hours notice. 
 
Outdoors Haven 
Nestled between the Santa Cruz Mountains and the Pacific Ocean, the bay offers 
miles of white sandy beaches, redwood forests, beautiful state parks, fields of 
wildflowers and hiking trails that run along ocean bluffs and mountain ridges. Take 
in sweeping views at Pillar Point Bluff Trail. At Gray Whale Cove Trail, feel one 
with the ocean and the wildflowers. Devil's Slide Trail opened just last year, 
converting an old, unused stretch of Coast Highway into a multi-use path for hikers, 
bicyclists and horseback riders. 
 
Shop for a Cause 
���The quaint village has preserved historic buildings and shopping opportunities ideal 
for both sophisticated and downhome tastes. What you won't find in Half Moon Bay 
is any chain stores — a source of pride for locals. Feed and Fuel and LuzLuna 
Imports. The former is an "old country store" — open since 1911, it's been a 
longtime supporter of the ranching community — that carries an eclectic 
assortment of things from jeans to trinkets. Support women's cooperatives from 
around the world with your purchase of fair trade clothing, art, home goods and 
more. 
 



Catch of the Bay 
���Head to Pillar Point Harbor where the boats bring in their fresh catch of the day 
every afternoon, and where Princeton Seafood will prepare your fresh catch to your 
liking. Sam's Chowder House special is so delicious that San Franciscans are known 
to drive the distance just for a bowl of the stuff. 
 

 
 
Ride a Sea Horse  
See the bay and its beaches form a different perspective, and book a guided 
horseback ride along the shore and coastal trails. Sea Horse Ranch offers one – and 
two-hour rides.  
 
Slumber on the Sea 
���The 1855 Zaballa House, located in the heart of historic Half Moon Bay, offers 
olden-day charm with modern amenities like a soaking tub and kitchenette, buffet 
breakfast and afternoon wine and cheese. Dogs are also welcome. 


