
	  
	  

	  
	  
THE BEST WEST COAST ROAD TRIPS 

by ANNIE WANG on JUNE 24, 2013 

The Fourth of July is the perfect time to pack your bags and see the top destinations in your 

own backyard. We highlighted two of the top road trips the West Coast has to offer – one for 

beach lovers in California and the other for avid outdoorsmen (and women) in Washington. 

It’s time to hit the road, Jack! 

Beach Bum: Pacific Coast Highway (Highway 1) 
The Pacific Coast Highway technically only runs from Orange County to Oxnard, but road 

trippers can continue driving up the coast on various other highways to each Northern 

California. The Pacific Coast Highway is known for having beautiful scenic views of the 

ocean, including the famous 17-mile Drive near Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

Start your drive at Dana Point, which has gorgeous historical beaches like Capistrano 

Beach, Monarch Beach and Doheny Village. If you can time it, Dana Point hosts a lobster 

fest in late August at Doheny Beach with an all-you-can-eat-buffet.  

Driving north will lead you through Los Angeles, through the neighborhoods of Wilmington 

and Harbor City and then to the seaside town of Manhattan Beach. Stop in downtown 

Manhattan Beachon Manhattan Beach Boulevard for great dining spots and boutiques. Head 

to the pier and beach for bike rides, body boarding and surfing. 

Head up the coast through Pacific Palisades to reach Malibu, right on the coast Pacific 

Coast. Head to Pepperdine University for the gorgeous ocean views from their beautiful 

campus. Be sure to stop at the Weisman Museum of Art for music and dance performances 

throughout the year and their great American art collection with works from Deborah 

Butterfield, Chuck Close and Nathan Oliveira. Additionally, the Malibu Arts Festival takes 

place this July 27 – 28.  



Keep going north into Ventura County, over the Oxnard Plain to see California’s agriculture. 

This area is especially known for its strawberries, so be sure to try some from the roadside 

stands. Stop inGaviota State Park for hiking and horseback riding. The most heavily traveled 

trail leads to a hot spring near the side of the highway. 

Here, the Pacific Coast Highway ends, merging into U.S. 101. Drive up into San Luis 

Obispo, the midway point between Los Angeles and San Francisco. Visit the historic 

Spanish Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, which still holds Catholic masses. Then go to 

the History Center of San Luis Obispo County, where you can see exhibits on art and win in 

San Luis Obispo County and Dallidet Adobe, a traditional adobe home dating from the 

1850s. The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art is also worth a visit to see exhibitions on the art 

of California’s Central Coast. And, of course, stop by Cal Poly San Luis Obispo to see the 

campus and the Shakespeare Press Museum, which hosts a collection of printing equipment 

and printed works. 

Next, you’ll hit San Simeon, home of the famous Hearst Castle, built by the newspaper 

magnate William Hearst. You’ll also be able to see (and hear) elephant seals lying on the 

sandy beach near the Piedras Blancas Light Station.  

Drive into Monterey County and stop at Big Sur, known for its gorgeous natural scenery 

saved by the Big Sur Land Trust. Garrapata State Park Beach is a great place to spot wildlife 

like sea otters, sea lions and even whales. Up the coast is Carmel-by-the-Sea, a seaside 

town known for its thriving art community. Carmel Art Association is the largest art gallery in 

town. Also stop at the San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo Mission to see the beautiful 

architecture. 

Steinbeck fans should take a scenic detour inland to Salinas to visit the National Steinbeck 

Center to see artifacts from the writer’s life and how his experiences shaped his great works. 

Stop to eat inOldtown Salinas and walk around the Marketpalce to find fresh produce, 

flowers and local arts and crafts. 

In Monterey, visitors must stop by Fisherman’s Wharf, not to be confused with San 

Francisco’s wharf. The wharf has plenty to do – slurp up clam chowder, watch live theater 

performances on the pier and take some saltwater taffy for the road. Check out Monterey’s 

wine scene by visiting one of their 175 vineyards. They’re on par with California’s other 

famous wineries in Napa and Sonoma valley. 

Finish the trip into northern California at Half Moon Bay, another gorgeous beach town. Half 

Moon Bay is famous for its beaches, including Mavericks, a popular surfing destination 

known for giant, crashing waves. The annual Mavericks Surf Contest is held here and is 

invite only, but spectators are always welcome. Swimmers should go to Montara State 

Beach, which has calmer waters and tide pools. Stop at Half Moon Bay Brewing Co. for their 

artisanal beers and excellent burgers. 
	  


