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let’s go

Stay
   Spacious guest rooms with patios overlooking the 
ocean make the Beach House Hotel (4100 N. Cabrillo 
Hwy.; 650-712-0245; www.beach-house.com) an 
ideal home away from home. The unpretentious New 
England-style boutique hotel features microwaves and 
mini fridges for convenient family snacks in the room, 
a heated swimming pool, a Jacuzzi and complimentary 

breakfast and parking. For $25 each, kids ages 
3-8 get beach toys, games and snacks. 

The pool and Jacuzzi are equipped 
with chair lifts for special-needs 

guests.

Play
Half Moon Bay is rich 

with sandy beaches, 
rocky shorelines and 
redwood forests. Visit 
Main Street’s charming 
boutiques, antique shops 
and art galleries, and 

working farms open to the 
public. The town celebrates 

harvest season big time with 
its annual pumpkin festival  

(www.pumpkinfest.miramar 
events.com) Oct. 18 and 19 .

At Sea Horse Ranch (1828 N. Cabrillo 
Hwy.; 650-726-9903; 
www.seahorseranch.org), 

Located along scenic Route 1 between the Santa 
Cruz Mountains and the Pacific Ocean, Half 
Moon Bay is a small coastal community set 

amidst redwood forests and agricultural fields, and 
also the oldest settlement in San Mateo.  
 
Eat

No need to fork over big bucks for an amaz-
ing meal with ocean views. Open for 
lunch and dinner, Sam’s Chowder 
House (4210 N. Cabrillo 
Hwy.; 650-712-0245; www.
samschowderhouse.com) 
is a great place to catch 
a sunset. The laid-back 
waterfront restaurant 
is known for lobster 
rolls and authentic 
New England Clam 
Chowder. The chil-
dren’s menu includes 
grilled salmon, chicken 
tenders and pasta. Save 
room for Sam’s authentic 
key lime pie.

You’ll also find locally 
owned cafes serving fresh catch 
of the day at nearby Pillar Point 
Harbor (1 Johnson Way; 650-726-5727; 
www.smharbor.com/
pillarpoint).   

By Mimi Slawoff

Full-Time Fun 
In Half Moon 
Bay

Circle above: Riders of all skill levels are welcome to join a 
guided trail ride on the beach at Sea Horse Ranch.

Sam’s Chowder House is popular for chowder, and offers an 
extensive menu to please all palates.
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