
 

 

Every so often you find a place that’s truly special. The kind of place you just want to keep to yourself, but at the same time share with the entire world. The Seal Cove Inn is one of those 

places. 

This is an inn where loyal guests return year after year. Not just because they are playing it safe, but because they have completely fallen in love with it and once you fall in love with a place, it 

becomes cyclical, you constantly desire more of it and the more you visit, the deeper you fall in love. 

I must confess that I’m hesitant to write this review as selfishly, I don’t want to share the inn with anyone else. I have become so enamoured it, that I want it to be just mine – my special place. 

I even find myself regularly daydreaming about the time I spent here. According to psychologists we spend up to half of our waking hours daydreaming, so I wonder how many hours of the 

day’s dullest moments I have spent thinking about the peaceful moments I spent at The Seal Cove Inn.  

However if I didn’t write this review, I would be doing our readers an injustice as in my eyes, The Seal Cove Inn is truly one of the best places to stay in the world and it would be plain selfish 

if I didn’t write about it, so here you go… 

A Short History 

The inn first opened in 1991 by Karen Brown, a travel writer who publishes the Karen Brown Guides. She was inspired by her travel experiences to England and armed with a self-made 

formula for the perfect hotel, Karen and her husband decided to create the ultimate hospitality property in an idyllic enclave in Northern California. The inn has since changed hands and is now 

run by the lovely Kelly and John Dayan who are probably the most hospitable and welcoming hosts you will ever meet. 

 

http://www.karenbrown.com/


 

 

Idea 

A serene coastal bed and breakfast,  reminiscent of a European country inn that combines all the aspects of hospitality, luxury accommodations, gourmet food and special events! 

Location 

Tucked away behind the towering cypress and pine trees of Moss Beach, lies The Seal Cove Inn. The inn is just half an hour’s drive from San Francisco but it feels like you’re a million miles 

away from the hustle and bustle of the city. Here you can enjoy beautiful gardens, secluded beaches and wonderful walking trails. If you’re a nature fan then you’ve hit the jackpot. A short 10 

minute walk from the inn you will find tide pools, seals frolicking in the waves and you can even catch a whale at the right time of year. 

 

 

Service 
The Sea Cove Inn is nothing short of welcoming. From the moment you arrive, you instantly feel like you belong there. From the warm homemade cookies and coffee & tea that are always on 

hand, to the log burning fire places, every single detail is attended to making it feel like a home away from home. 

Style and Character 
This place is poetry on wood. It’s your quintessential country inn, completely charming and reminiscent of an English country cottage (minus the thatched roof and the terrible weather). A 

place that is so serene, beautiful and lovable you could pen a poem about it. 
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The owners have let nature take its course in the garden and have gone for the wild look. Few things compare to the simple beauty of a wildflower garden,especially when the fresh scent of 

lavender perfumes the air like it does here. The sheer range of colour, tone and shapes of the wildflowers in the grounds is simply  breathtaking. 

Inside, the words light, bright and airy instantly come to mind. The decor is neutral, warm and uncluttered. Natural light pours through the glass doors and windows, filling the entrance and 

adjoining living and dining room area with sunshine. Comfortable cream sofas, a roaring fireplace and plenty of reading material make up the living room area creating the perfect space to 

relax and unwind. 

 

 

Rooms 

If the great Californian outdoors weren’t so enticing, you could happily spend the whole weekend relaxing in the haven of your suite at the inn.  The luxurious guestrooms are all spacious, 

modern and comfortable. Each suite features a fireplace and a private balcony or terrace overlooking the beautiful gardens and are all orientated towards the ocean. At night you can hear the 

ocean’s woosh in the distance and in the morning, waking up to a cup of coffee on the patio surrounded by a beautiful garden with lots of wildlife is definitely a special way to start your day. 
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Nourish your soul 

The philosophy behind The Seal Cove Inn is to ‘nourish your soul’ and this is certainly something you can do here. We all need to recharge our batteries sometimes and take some time out for 

ourselves. At the inn you feel like you are in your own little world, surrounded by endless open sea that makes you feel completely secluded from the rest of the planet. It is the perfect place to 

take some ‘me time’. 

One of the best things about the inn is that you can do as much or as little as you like. You can snuggle up in front of a fireplace or unwind in a soaking tub. You can take a leisurely stroll on 

the beach or sit peacefully in the serene garden and catch up on a book.  Or if you find cycling, hiking or kayaking the perfect way to unwind, then you can do that too. The hotel even provides 

in-room spa services (with advance notice) and has partnership with a local day spa – bliss. 

Food 

At The Seal Cove Inn you can definitely nourish your stomach as well as your soul.  Each morning the Executive Chef prepares a 3-course breakfast chock full of locally sourced and seasonal 

ingredients. This breakfast is absolutely fantastic and provides some great fuel for exploring the Californian coastline. Every day at 5pm the hotel holds a complimentary reception with wine, 

homemade hors d’ oeuvres and small bites - perfect for winding down for the day or gearing up for the night. 

Why Go 

To have your your breath taken away by the ultimate escape. The Seal Cove Inn is the quintessential California coastal retreat… relaxing, romantic and serene with a peaceful and whimsical 

quality. A place not to be missed. 

The Nitty Gritty 

Address: 221 Cypress Ave, Moss Beach, CA 94038, United States 

Phone:+1 650-728-411 

www.sealcoveinn.com 
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