
 

 

 

'Tis the season to be jolly, cut the perfect Christmas tree, chat with Santa and gaze at twinkle-lit boats 

and gingerbread houses -- and do it all in one charming coastal town. 

Half Moon Bay boasts sand, not snow, of course, but the merriment factor is high. The madding mall 

crowd is far, far away. And framing the perfect holiday experience is as easy as one, two, three: Choose 

a Christmas tree farm, check the dates for holiday events and stroll Half Moon Bay's charming Main 

Street for holiday goodies. Nothing could be simpler or more fun. 

 



PICK THE PERFECT TREE 

Princeton-by-the-Sea's Lighted Boat Festival 

includes live music and visits from Santa. (Spring 

Mountain Gallery) 

This tiny town may be known for its gigantic-

pumpkin festival, but holiday jollity sets in the day 

after Thanksgiving at Santa's Tree Farm and Village, 

where the trees are only part of the adventure. 

Choose from Douglas, noble, grand and concolor 

firs and Monterey pine, then stick around for the 

holiday activities. Decorate Christmas stockings, go on a treasure hunt, ride Santa's express railroad and 

chat with the Clauses. There's a Sleigh Bells Gift Shop, too. 

The aroma of Douglas fir permeates the air at Lemos Family Farm, where kids -- and grown-ups -- can 

take train and pony rides, play laser tag and explore the OK Corral and Dig Zone, where $2 lets you 

operate a real backhoe. 

The tree selection at Rancho Siempre Verde includes plenty of options, from Douglas fir, Monterey pine 

and incense cedar to Arizona cypress and swift silver. Once you've picked your tree, step over to the 

fully-supplied wreath-making tables, take a tractor ride or explore the farm's many swings -- tire swings, 

rope swings, double and triple swings are dotted all over the property. Then warm up by the fire pit. 

Marshmallows are provided. 

SET THE DATE 

Three weeks of old-fashioned holiday events begin unfolding in Half Moon Bay on Dec. 5, when Main 

Street hosts its Night of Lights, complete with carols, eggnog and roasted chestnuts. Follow the parade 

of hundreds of children adorned in twinkling lights to Mac Dutra Park for the tree lighting. 

The Ritz-Carlton hotel will light its massive tree on the Ocean Lawn that Sunday in a celebration that 

includes carolers, Santa and complimentary treats. You can take a peek at the results of the resort's 

gingerbread house competition that night, too, or return later in the month for the resort's al fresco 

movie nights or lavish breakfast buffet with Santa and Mrs. Claus (see events listing). 

The Pillar Point Harbor turns into a sparkling aquatic wonderland on Dec. 13, when boat owners deck 

the decks with strands of colored lights and holiday decorations. Visitors can stroll the docks during the 

Lighted Boat Festival, chat with Santa and enjoy live music. The Harley Farms Christmas Faire is that 

weekend, too. Enjoy live music, cookies and shopping -- the farm's two barns will be filled with the work 

of Coastside artists. Shop for hand-carved ornaments, pottery, quilts and other gifts. 

And on Dec. 19, join the celebration of light and love at Pescadero Community Church, where the 

evening begins with a traditional Mexican Posada and ends with food, music and a visit from Santa. The 

merry elf certainly gets around. 
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The holidays bring Half Moon Bay's festive Main 

Street to twinkle-lit splendor. (Half Moon Bay 

Chamber of Commerce) 

STROLL AND SHOP 

Twinkling with lights and holiday decorations, Half 

Moon Bay's Main Street is a great place to stroll, 

browse and pick up gifts at shops that range from 

Feed and Fuel -- Christmas ornaments, cards and 

gifts for all the animals in your life -- to Tokenz, 

where blown-glass ornaments gleam in the 

windows. 

Find handcrafted presents at Gifts A GoGo, which recently doubled the number of U.S. artists it 

represents. Or, head for LuzLuna Imports, which carries Mayan beaded ornaments and Ecuadorean 

alpaca wool scarves. 

"Create, explore and discover" is the motto at Oddyssea, where activities rotate weekly. The holiday-

theme make-your-own projects include Christmas wreaths and terrarium ornaments. 

Edibles? Moonside Bakery is a must for holiday goodies, many with a German or European theme. 

Among the temptations: freshly baked stollen, gingerbread cookies and houses, Lebkuchen dipped in 

chocolate, Yule logs and Linzer torte. 

With a tree-laden car, trunk brimming with holiday packages, there's one more stop to make -- and it's 

one that will take your holiday decorations over the top. Filled with holiday trims, ornaments, gifts and 

garlands, the barn at H. Pastorino & Son Co. overflows with Christmas joy. 

It's a perfect ending to a perfect coastal holiday spree. 

IF YOU GO 

Tree farms: 

Santa's Tree Farm and Village: Open weekends 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Dec. 24 

at 78 Pilarcitos Creek Road (Highway 92), Half Moon Bay;www.santastreefarm.com 

Lemos Family Farm: Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Nov. 28 and weekends through Dec. 21 at 12320 San 

Mateo Road, Half Moon Bay; www.lemosfarm.com 

Rancho Siempre Verde: Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Nov. 28 and weekends through Dec. 21 at 2250 

Cabrillo Highway, Pescadero; www.rsvtrees.com 

Events: 

Night of Lights: 6 to 9 p.m. Dec. 5, Main Street, Half Moon Bay 

Ritz-Carlton Tree Lighting Celebration: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Dec. 7. Free. Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay, 1 

http://www.santastreefarm.com/
http://www.lemosfarm.com/
http://www.rsvtrees.com/
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Miramontes Point Road, Half Moon Bay 

Harley Farms Christmas Faire: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Dec. 13-14. 205 North St., 

Pescadero;www.harleyfarms.com 

Lighted Boat Festival: 6 to 8 p.m. Dec. 13. Pillar Point Harbor, Princeton-by-the-Sea 

Holiday movies: Watch "The Polar Express" on the Ritz-Carlton's Ocean Lawn on Dec. 14 and "Miracle on 

34th Street" on Dec. 21. The al fresco film watching starts 30 minutes after sunset. Admission is $10 and 

holiday libations and snacks are available for purchase.  

La Posada: 6 to 8:30 p.m., Dec. 19. Pescadero Community Church, 363 Stage St., Pescadero 

Breakfast with Santa: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Dec. 22. $54. Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay 

Find more holiday events at www.visithalfmoonbay.org 

Half Moon Bay shopping: 

Feed And Fuel: 331 Main St., www.halfmoonbay-feedandfuel.com 

Gifts A GoGo: 353 Main St., www.giftsagogo.com 

Tokenz: 524 Main St. 

LuzLuna Imports: 527 Main St., www.luzlunaimports.com 

Oddyssea: 617 Main St., www.oddyssea.com 

Moonside Bakery: 604 Main St., www.moonsidebakery.com 

H. Pastorino & Son Co.: 12391 San Mateo Road (Highway 92), www.pastorinofarms.com 
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