
 
THE BAY AREA TRAVEL GUIDE 
 
HALF MOON BAY 
It may be the largest and most visited of the coastal communities, but Half 
Moon Bay is still by all measures a small town. Turn onto Main Street and 
you'll find five blocks of galleries, shops, and cafés, many of which occupy 
renovated 19th-century buildings. While traditionally this was an 
agricultural center for local growers of artichokes and other coastal crops, it 
has also become a haven for Bay Area retirees. 
 
EXPLORE HALF MOON BAY 
 
SIGHTS 
 
FITZGERALD MARINE RESERVE 
CALIFORNIA AND NORTH LAKE STS. | MOSS BEACH 
 
Moss Beach's biggest attraction is the spectacular Fitzgerald Marine 
Reserve, a 3-mile stretch of bluffs and tide pools. Since the reserve was 
protected in 1969, scientists have discovered 25 new aquatic species here; 
depending on the tide, you're likely to find crabs, anemones, urchins, and sea 
stars. 
 
HALF MOON BAY ART AND PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 
MAIN ST. | HALF MOON BAY 
 
The town comes to life—and traffic to a standstill—on the third weekend in 
October, when 250,000 people gather for the Half Moon Bay Art and 



Pumpkin Festival. Highlights include a parade, pie-eating contests, and a 
"weigh-off" of giant pumpkins, some more than 1,700 pounds. 
 
HALF MOON BAY STATE BEACH 
 
This 4-mile stretch of sand is perfect for long walks, kite flying, and picnic 
lunches, though the 50°F water and dangerous currents make swimming 
inadvisable. There are three access points, one in Half Moon Bay and two 
north of town off the highway. To find them, look for road signs that have a 
picture of footsteps. Amenities: parking (fee); toilets. Best for: solitude; 
sunset; surfing; walking. 
 
MAVERICKS 
 
Just off the coast at Half Moon Bay is Mavericks, one of the biggest surfing 
breaks in the world when there's a big swell. Waves here have reportedly 
reached 60 feet in height, and surfers get towed out to them by Jet Skis. The 
break is a mile offshore, so seeing it from the coast can be tough and 
requires a challenging hike. Every year, if the conditions are just right, the 
word goes out that the Mavericks surf competition will take place, and the 
world's best surfers rush to town for the famous invitational. The Mavericks 
competition is best viewed on closed-circuit TV at local bars. 
 
PILLAR POINT HARBOR 
1 JOHNSON PIER | EL GRANADA 
 
With its laid-back restaurants and waters full of fishing boats and sea lions, 
the harbor is a nice place to wander, and you can pick up shoreline trails 
here. 
 
POINT MONTARA LIGHTHOUSE 
16TH ST. AT HWY. 1 | MONTARA 
 
Brought here in 1928 after two horrible shipwrecks on the point, the 
lighthouse, which originally stood in Mayo Beach on Cape Cod from 1881 



to 1922, still has its original light keeper's quarters from the late 1800s. Gray 
whales pass this point during their migration from November through April, 
so bring your binoculars. Visiting hours coincide with morning and 
afternoon check-in and checkout times at the adjoining youth hostel. 
 
RESTAURANTS 
 
CAFE GIBRALTAR 
425 AVE. ALHAMBRA | EL GRANADA 
 
While the cuisine here is broadly called Mediterranean, in the kitchen of 
chef-owner Jose Luiz Ugalde that term can mean lamb shoulder braised in a 
harissa-date broth, or cassola—fresh local crab and other seafood simmered 
in a tomato-vegetable broth. The imaginative dishes are served in a warm, 
pretty dining room; peach walls are lighted by flickering candles, and the 
booths are adorned with curtains and pillows. Two miles south of Moss 
Beach on the east side of the highway, the restaurant is a bit hard to find but 
definitely worth the hunt. At signs for Pillar Point Harbor, turn inland onto 
Capistrano Road, then right onto Alhambra. 
 
CETRELLA 
845 MAIN ST. | HALF MOON BAY 
 
The coast at its most dressed up, Cetrella is all polished wood and pressed 
tablecloths, and it hits every mark: adventurous wine list, sumptuous cheese 
course, and live jazz on Friday and Saturday night. The creative menu pairs 
regional produce and fish with choice imported ingredients such as tangy 
Italian Burrata di Bufala cheese. What results are sophisticated but not 
stuffy dishes such as the pork loin with porcini, baby carrots, and almonds. 
The bar has a smaller and cheaper but no less delectable menu, and Sunday 
brunch is popular. 
 
 
 
 



PASTA MOON 
315 MAIN ST. | HALF MOON BAY 
 
One of the best restaurants on the coast between San Francisco and 
Monterey, Pasta Moon has a friendly, laid-back staff and fun, jovial crowd. 
Local produce graces the seasonal menu, whose highlights include wood-
fired pizzas and imaginative pastas. Beware: the dining room can get slightly 
noisy on summer weekend nights, when musicians play in the bar. 
 
 
SAM'S CHOWDER HOUSE 
4210 NORTH CABRILLO HWY./HWY. 1 | HALF MOON BAY 
 
This East Coast–style waterfront seafood joint may not be textbook Cape 
Cod, but that's okay—dine here, and you'll get the best of both coasts: true 
New England–style clam chowder and lump crab cakes but also local rock 
cod with Italian lentils, bacon, and Brussels sprouts. Indoor seats are in 
several long dining rooms; outdoor seats are warmed by gas fire pits and 
heaters on chilly days; and every seat in the house looks out to the water. 
 
HOTELS 
 
THE RITZ-CARLTON 
1 MIRAMONTES POINT RD. | HALF MOON BAY 
 
With its enormous and elegantly decorated rooms, secluded oceanfront 
property, and a staff that waits on guests hand and foot, this golf and spa 
resort defines opulence. Attention to detail is remarkable, right down to the 
silver service, china, and 300-thread-count Egyptian cotton sheets. During 
cocktail hour, view the ocean from the plush Conservatory Lounge or from 
under a heavy blanket on an Adirondack chair on the lawn; visit the wine bar 
Eno anytime. The main restaurant, Navio, is suitably decadent, with a 
kitchen that turns local fish and produce into dishes like goat ricotta ravioli 
with toasted walnuts, pan-seared diver scallops with sunchokes, and braised 
beef short rib hash with eggs and glazed turnips. 



 
ACTIVITIES 
 
BIKING 
 
Bike Works. The shop rents bikes and can provide information on organized 
rides up and down the coast. If you prefer to go it alone, try the 3-mile bike 
trail that leads from Kelly Avenue in Half Moon Bay to Mirada Road in 
Miramar. 520 Kelly St., Half Moon Bay, CA, 94019. 650/726–6708. 
www.bikeworkshmb.com. Closed Mon. 


